
We never find out the strength of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it: and Christ, 
because he was the only man who never yielded to temptation, is also the only man who knows 
to the full what temptation means.
 - C.S. Lewis

Meditation
Readings to help you 
prepare to worship, as Jesus 
said, “in spirit and in truth.”

When you hear the first 
song begin, please come take 
a seat. 
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God calls us into His presence to worship

Call to Worship

The Holy God is present 
with us in worship, and He 
invites us to come to Him 
with true adoration. Song of Gathering

Leader:   Praise the LORD!

People:   Praise, O servants of the LORD,
 praise the name of the LORD!

Leader:   Blessed be the name of the LORD
 from this time forth and forevermore!

People:   From the rising of the sun to its setting,
 the name of the LORD is to be praised!

Leader:   The LORD is high above all nations,
 and his glory above the heavens!

People:   Who is like the LORD our God,
 who is seated on high?

Psalm 113:1-5

Please stand if able.

Before I knew what freedom was, 
Jesus set me free.
With no control, a slave to sin,
God was my enemy. 
But then He broke my rusty chains 
to share eternity. 
Before I knew what freedom was,
Jesus set me free.

Hallelujah, Hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Jesus set me free!

Before I knew what loving was, 
He showed His love for me. 
He knew me in my mother’s womb, 
He knew my sinful tendencies. 
Adopted by His saving grace 
into His family. 
Before I knew what loving was, 
He showed His love for me.

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah, He showed His love for me!

Before I knew what living was, 
He gave His life for me. 
I was defeated in my sins, 
death had the victory. 
Then all my guilt was placed on Him, 
That day on Calvary. 
Before I knew what living was, 
He gave His life for me.

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah, He gave His life for me!

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah, Jesus set me free!

Before I Knew

Words and music: Kirk Ward
© 2002 Kirk Ward Music

CCLI #:  11107331
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Song of Praise

A time to be honest with 
God about our need for 
forgiveness.
Please read together

Confession of Sin

Assurance of Pardon

Silent Confession

All the prophets testify about Jesus Christ that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of 
sins through His name.

Acts 10:43

Gracious Lord, we have strayed from You like lost sheep.
We lose hope because we think You are weak.
We hoard what You give us because we doubt that You will continue to provide.
We love ourselves above everyone else because we trivialize Your grace.

We pray now, Lord, for You to forgive all of our many sins.
Renew our faith and help us to walk in Your might.
Remind us of Your Fatherly provision of every good gift.
Amaze us with Your grace and mercy to undeserving sinners.

In the name of Your most precious Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us, sing,
O praise him!  Alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O praise him!  O praise him!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,
O praise him!  Alleluia!

Thou rising moon, in praise, rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice,
O praise him!  O praise him!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Let all things, their Creator, bless,
And worship him in humbleness,
O praise him!  Alleluia!

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, three in one,
O praise him!  O praise him!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
   repeat

All Creatures of Our 
God and King

Words: Francis of Assisi, 
1225
Music: Pe ter von Brach el, 
1623
Public domain

Psalm 148
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Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Being reconciled with God 
through Christ enables us to 
seek peace with each other 
and participate in His work.

Offering
God designed worship to 
include the voluntary giving 
of offerings by His people.

Announcement and Prayer:  Engagement team involvement

Song of Renewal
My God is awesome, He can move mountains,
Keep me in the valley, hide me from the rain.
My God is awesome, heals me when I’m broken,
Strength where I’ve been weakened, 
forever He will reign.
    repeat

My God is awesome, awesome, 
awesome, awesome!
My God is awesome, awesome, 
awesome, awesome!

My God is awesome, Savior of the whole world
Giver of salvation, by His stripes I am healed.
My God is awesome, today I am forgiven,
His grace is why I’m living, praise His holy name!

chorus

He’s mighty, He’s mighty, He’s mighty, He’s mighty!
Awesome, awesome!

He’s holy, He’s holy, He’s holy, He’s holy!
Awesome, awesome!

He’s great, He’s great, He’s great, He’s great!
Awesome, awesome!

Provider, Provider, Provider, Provider!
Awesome, awesome!

Protector, Protector, Protector, Protector!
Awesome, awesome!

Deliverer, Deliverer, Deliverer, Deliverer!
Awesome, awesome!

Awesome

Words and music:  
Charles Jenkins
© 2012 P Alex Publishing

On the first Sunday of each month Northside collects an offering for the mercy fund using a tan 
basket in addition to the weekly general fund offering in the multi-colored basket.
The mercy fund is used for financial assistance to those in need from our church and the Northside.
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Song of Preparation

Scripture Reading

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

O LORD, you have searched me and known me!
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.
Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,”
even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day,
 for darkness is as light with you.

Psalm 139:1-12

’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 
just to take Him at His Word;
Just to rest upon His promise, 
just to know, “Thus saith the Lord!”

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
O for grace to trust Him more!

O how sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to trust His cleansing blood; 
And in simple faith to plunge me 
’Neath the healing, cleansing flood!

chorus

Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just from sin and self to cease;
Just from Jesus simply taking
Life and rest, and joy and peace.

chorus

I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee,
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;
And I know that You are with me,
Will be with me to the end.

chorus

‘Tis So Sweet To Trust 
In Jesus

Words: Louisa Stead
Music: William Kirkpatrick 
Public domain

CCLI #:  11107331



Sermon

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word
Our mind, body, and spirit 
are nourished with food 
that does not perish.

Sermon Text
Genesis 20 From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and lived between Kadesh and Shur; and 

he sojourned in Gerar. 2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent 
and took Sarah. 3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man 
because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.” 4 Now Abimelech had not approached her. 
So he said, “Lord, will you kill an innocent people? 5 Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself 
said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done this.” 6 Then God 
said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept 
you from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 7 Now then, return the man’s wife, for he is a 
prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, 
you and all who are yours.”

8 So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and told them all these things. And the 
men were very much afraid. 9 Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us? And 
how have I sinned against you, that you have brought on me and my kingdom a great sin? You have done to 
me things that ought not to be done.” 10 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did you see, that you did this 
thing?” 11 Abraham said, “I did it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of God at all in this place, and they will kill 
me because of my wife.’ 12 Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father though not the daughter of 
my mother, and she became my wife. 13 And when God caused me to wander from my father’s house, I said to her, 
‘This is the kindness you must do me: at every place to which we come, say of me, “He is my brother.”’”

14 Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and male servants and female servants, and gave them to Abra-
ham, and returned Sarah his wife to him. 15 And Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is before you; dwell where it 
pleases you.” 16 To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver. It is a sign of your 
innocence in the eyes of all who are with you, and before everyone you are vindicated.” 17 Then Abraham prayed to 
God, and God healed Abimelech, and also healed his wife and female slaves so that they bore children. 18 For the 
Lord had closed all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

Today’s sermon is given by 
Pastor Matt Lorish.

6

We encourage you to use 
this space to take notes or 
write questions.
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Parents who would like for 
their nursery-aged children 
to be prayed for during 
communion should pick 
them up at this time.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Supper

Song of Communion

Gluten-free, nut-free wafers are located in the wooden boxes.  If you would like, a communion distributor 
will pray for your children.  At the back of the fellowship hall is someone ready to pray with and for you.

As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

There is life in the blood 
of the Lamb who was slain.
There is power, there is power in His name.
There is love pouring out 
of the wounds that were made,
Pouring out, pouring over our shame.

So praise the God who saves!
Praise the God who bled!
Praise the God who was nailed to a tree,
And wore our sins upon His head.

There is truth in His body, 
raised that third day.
There is joy in a stone rolled away.

There is hope pouring out 
of the tomb where He lay,
Pouring out, pouring over the grave.

chorus

There is life in the blood 
of the Lamb who was slain.
There is power, there is power in His name.

So praise the God who saves!
Praise the God who bled!
Praise the God who was nailed to a tree,
And wore our sins...

chorus

God Who Saves

Words and music: 
Aaron Senseman
© 2001 Stuntman Music



Song of Rejoicing

Benediction

Contact
P.O. Box 26175 / Richmond, VA  23260
www.northsidechurchrva.org / 804.516.3322

Worship Service
Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of Battery 
Park Christian Church @ the corner of Brook 
and Bellevue.  Visitors are always welcome!

God sends us out refreshed
We go out with renewed 
faith to love our God and 
our neighbors.

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a mission 
church of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org), planted in October 2011.

Staff
Matt Lorish - Pastor
 matt@northsidechurchrva.org

Joel Passmore - Assistant Pastor, Worship Director
 joel@northsidechurchrva.org

Charity Smith - Ministry Intern
 charity@northsidechurchrva.org

Corinne Tucker - Ministry Intern, Admin Assistant
 corinne@northsidechurchrva.org

Mario Jackson - Ministry Intern
 mariojackson@go.rmc.edu

Blessed be Your name
In the land that is plentiful, 
Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name
When I’m found in the desert place,
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed be Your name.

Every blessing You pour out
I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord,
Still I will say,

Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your name!
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be Your glorious name!

Blessed be Your name
When the sun’s shining down on me,
When the world’s all as it should be,
Blessed be Your name.
Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering,
Though there’s pain in the offering 
Blessed be Your name.

Every blessing You pour out
I’ll turn back to praise.
When the darkness closes in, Lord,
Still I will say,

chorus (x2)

You give and take away,
You give and take away,
My heart will choose to say
“Lord, blessed be Your name.” 
    repeat

chorus

Blessed Be Your Name

Words and music:  
Matt and Beth Redman
© 2002 Thankyou Music

Job 1:21-22
Psalm 113:2-3
Daniel 2:20-23


