
Obedience, then, is the means of living within the sphere of blessing and enjoying it; obedience is 
never the means of earning or deserving the blessing. Israel had already been redeemed by God 
(in the exodus), so their obedience could never earn that.
  - Christopher J.H. Wright, The Mission of God’s People

Meditation
Readings to help you 
prepare to worship, as Jesus 
said, “in spirit and in truth.”

When you hear the first 
song begin, please come take 
a seat. 
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God calls us into His presence to worship

Call to Worship

The Holy God is present 
with us in worship, and He 
invites us to come to Him 
with true adoration. Song of Gathering

Leader:   Have you not known? Have you not heard?
 The LORD is the everlasting God,
 the Creator of the ends of the earth.
 He does not faint or grow weary;
 his understanding is unsearchable.

People:   He gives power to the faint,
 and to him who has no might he increases strength.

Leader:  Even youths shall faint and be weary,
 and young men shall fall exhausted;

People:   but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;
 they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
 they shall run and not be weary;
 they shall walk and not faint.

Isaiah 40:28-31

Please stand if able.

Come thou fount of ev’ry blessing, 
tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it – 
mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
hither by Thy help I’ve come;
And I hope by Thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wand’ring from the fold of God.
He, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed His precious blood.

O, to grace, how great a debtor, 
daily I’m constrained to be.
Let that grace, now, like a fetter, 
bind my wand’ring heart to Thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it – 
prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it – 
seal it for Thy courts above.       
   repeat

Come Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing

Words: Robert Robinson
Music: Ashael Nettleton
Public domain

CCLI #:  11107331

“Ebenezer” means “stone of 
help.”  It was the name of a 
monument to God’s faith-
fulness erected by Samuel, a 
judge of ancient Israel.  See 
1 Samuel 7:12.

A “fetter” is a chain or 
shackle placed on the feet.
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Song of Praise

A time to be honest with 
God about our need for 
forgiveness.
Please read together

Confession of Sin

Assurance of Pardon

Silent Confession

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord.
We will wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord.

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord.
We will wait upon the Lord,
We will wait upon the Lord.

Our God, You reign forever.
Our hope, our Strong Deliverer!

You are the everlasting God,
The everlasting God.
You do not faint, You won’t grow weary.

You’re the defender of the weak,
You comfort those in need,
You lift us up on wings like eagles.

Everlasting God

Words and music: Brenton 
Brown, Ken Riley
© 2005 Thankyou Music

Isaiah 40:28-31

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

2 Corinthians 5:17

Heavenly Father, you have loved us with an everlasting love,
but we have gone our own way and broken your laws.
We are sorry for our sins and turn away from them.

For the sake of your Son who died for us, 
forgive us, cleanse us, and change us.

By your Holy Spirit, enable us to live for you,
and to please you more and more;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Being reconciled with God 
through Christ enables us to 
seek peace with each other 
and participate in His work.

Offering
God designed worship to 
include the voluntary giving 
of offerings by His people.

Announcement and Prayer:  July 16th, Race and the Church and Brookland Park Boulevard 
Festival

Song of Renewal

On the first Sunday of each month Northside collects an offering for the mercy fund using a tan 
basket in addition to the weekly general fund offering in the multi-colored basket.
The mercy fund is used for financial assistance to those in need from our church and the Northside.

Everyone needs compassion, 
love that’s never failing.
Let mercy fall on me.
Everyone needs forgiveness, 
the kindness of a Savior,
The hope of nations.

Savior, He can move the mountains,
My God is mighty to save, 
He is mighty to save!
Forever, Author of salvation
He rose and conquered the grave, 
Jesus conquered the grave!

So take me as You find me, 
all my fears and failures.
Fill my life again.
I give my life to follow, 
everything I believe in.
Now I surrender.

chorus

Shine your light and let the whole world see.
We’re singing for the glory of the risen King.
Shine your light and let the whole world see.
We’re singing for the glory of the risen King.

chorus

Mighty To Save

Words and music:  Reuben 
Morgan, Ben Fielding
© 2006 Hillsong Publishing

Zephaniah 3:17, Hebrews 
2:10, Ezekiel 38:20
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Song of Preparation

Scripture Reading

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that faith 
was counted to Abraham as righteousness. How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after 
he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. He received the sign of 
circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The 
purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteous-
ness would be counted to them as well, and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not 
merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had 
before he was circumcised.

Romans 4:9-12

’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 
just to take Him at His Word;
Just to rest upon His promise, 
just to know, “Thus saith the Lord!”

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
O for grace to trust Him more!

O how sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to trust His cleansing blood; 
And in simple faith to plunge me 
’Neath the healing, cleansing flood!

chorus

Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just from sin and self to cease;
Just from Jesus simply taking
Life and rest, and joy and peace.

chorus

I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee,
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;
And I know that You are with me,
Will be with me to the end.

chorus

‘Tis So Sweet To Trust 
In Jesus

Words: Louisa Stead
Music: William Kirkpatrick 
Public domain

CCLI #:  11107331



Sermon

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word
Our mind, body, and spirit 
are nourished with food 
that does not perish.

Sermon Text
Genesis 17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; 

walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply 
you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you 
shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall 
be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, 
and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between 
me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your 
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”

9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your 
offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your 
foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you 
shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with 
your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who is born in your house and he who 
is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting 
covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his 
people; he has broken my covenant.”

15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become 
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to 
himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 
child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 19 God said, “No, but Sarah your 
wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an ever-
lasting covenant for his offspring after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and 
will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I will make him into a great 
nation. 21 But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.”

22 When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 23 Then Abraham took Ishmael 
his son and all those born in his house or bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s 
house, and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was 
ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen 
years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael 
were circumcised. 27 And all the men of his house, those born in the house and those bought with money from 
a foreigner, were circumcised with him.

Today’s sermon is given by 
Matthew Capone, Covenant 
Seminary student and 
summer intern at Northside 
Church. Matthew is under 
care of Tidewater 
Presbytery.
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Parents who would like for 
their nursery-aged children 
to be prayed for during 
communion should pick 
them up at this time.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Supper

Song of Communion

Gluten-free, nut-free wafers are located in the wooden boxes.  If you would like, a communion distributor 
will pray for your children.  At the back of the fellowship hall is someone ready to pray with and for you.

As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

There is life in the blood 
of the Lamb who was slain.
There is power, there is power in His name.
There is love pouring out 
of the wounds that were made,
Pouring out, pouring over our shame.

So praise the God who saves!
Praise the God who bled!
Praise the God who was nailed to a tree,
And wore our sins upon His head.

There is truth in His body, 
raised that third day.
There is joy in a stone rolled away.

There is hope pouring out 
of the tomb where He lay,
Pouring out, pouring over the grave.

chorus

There is life in the blood 
of the Lamb who was slain.
There is power, there is power in His name.

So praise the God who saves!
Praise the God who bled!
Praise the God who was nailed to a tree,
And wore our sins...

chorus

God Who Saves

Words and music: 
Aaron Senseman
© 2001 Stuntman Music



Song of Rejoicing

Benediction

Contact
P.O. Box 26175 / Richmond, VA  23260
www.northsidechurchrva.org / 804.516.3322

Worship Service
Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of Battery 
Park Christian Church @ the corner of Brook 
and Bellevue.  Visitors are always welcome!

God sends us out refreshed
We go out with renewed 
faith to love our God and 
our neighbors.

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a mission 
church of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org), planted in October 2011.

Staff
Matt Lorish - Pastor
 matt@northsidechurchrva.org

Joel Passmore - Assistant Pastor, Worship Director
 joel@northsidechurchrva.org

Charity Smith - Ministry Intern
 charity@northsidechurchrva.org

Corinne Tucker - Ministry Intern, Admin Assistant
 corinne@northsidechurchrva.org

I heard an old, old story, 
how a Savior came from glory,
How He gave His life on Calvary 
to save a wretch like me;
I heard about His groaning, 
of His precious blood’s atoning,
Then I repented of my sins 
and won the victory. 

O victory in Jesus, 
my Savior, forever!
He sought me and bought me 
with His redeeming blood;
He loved me ere I knew Him, 
and all my love is due Him,
He plunged me to victory 
beneath the cleansing flood.

I heard about His healing, 
of His cleansing pow’r revealing.
How He made the lame to walk again 
and caused the blind to see;
And then I cried, “Dear Jesus, 
come and heal my broken spirit,”
And somehow Jesus came and brought 
to me the victory. 

chorus

I heard about a mansion 
He has built for me in glory.
And I heard about the streets of gold 
beyond the crystal sea;
About the angels singing, 
and the old redemption story,
And some sweet day I’ll sing to Him 
the song of victory. 

chorus (x2)

Victory In Jesus

Words and music: 
Eugene Monroe Bartlett
Public domain


