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Original sin is in us, like the beard. We are shaved today and look clean, and have a smooth chin; 
tomorrow our beard has grown again, nor does it cease growing while we remain on earth. In like 
manner original sin cannot be extirpated from us; it springs up in us as long as we live. Neverthe-
less we are bound to resist it to our utmost strength, and to cut it down unceasingly.
	 - Martin Luther

Meditations
Readings to help you 
prepare to worship, as Jesus 
said, “in spirit and in truth.”

When you hear the first 
song begin, please come take 
a seat. 
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We gather in the presence of God

Welcome and Call to Worship

God is present with us in 
worship.  Declaring this 
together turns our hearts 
and minds toward Him. Song of Gathering

Leader:  	 “For thus says the Lord GOD: 
	 Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out.

People:  	As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
	 when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, 
	 so will I seek out my sheep, 

Leader:	 and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered 
	 on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 

People:	 And I will bring them out from the peoples 
	 and gather them from the countries, 
	 and will bring them into their own land. 

Leader:	 And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, 
	 and in all the inhabited places of the country. 

People:	 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
	 and I myself will make them lie down, 
	 declares the Lord GOD.”

Ezekiel 34:11-13, 15

Please stand if able.

Behold me here, in grief draw near,
Pleading at Thy throne, oh King.
To Thee each tear, each trembling fear,
Jesus, Son of Man, I bring.

Let me find Thee, let me find Thee.
Let me find Thee, 
Lord of mercy, King of grace.

Look down in love, and from above,
With Thy Spirit, satisfy. 
Thou hast sought me, Thou hast bought me,
And Thy purchase, Lord, am I. 

Let me find Thee, let me find Thee. 
Let me find Thee, 
here on earth and then on high. 

Hear the broken, scarcely spoken,
Longings of my heart to Thee. 
All the crying, all the sighing,
Of Thy child, accepted be.

Let me find Thee, let me find Thee. 
Let me find Thee, 
wounded healer, suffering Lord.
				    repeat

Let Me Find Thee

Words: Joachim Neander 
Music: Matthew S. Smith 
©2012 detuned radio music
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Song of Praise

Scripture Reading

Leader:	 The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

“For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. The 
Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, just as they 
honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted 
the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he 
is the Son of Man.”

John 5:21-27

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled.

Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, 
and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call you to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
And sanctify to you your deepest distress.

When through fiery trials 
your pathways shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be your supply;
The flame shall not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume, and your gold to refine.

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell 
should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.

That soul, though all hell 
should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.

How Firm a Foundation

Words: John Rippon
Music: Early American 
melody
Public domain



4

Song of Renewal

Assurance of Pardon

Silent Confession

Please read together.

A time to be honest with 
God about our need for 
forgiveness. We confess our sin and receive grace

Confession of Sin

Everyone needs compassion, 
love that’s never failing.
Let mercy fall on me.
Everyone needs forgiveness, 
the kindness of a Savior,
The hope of nations.

Savior, He can move the mountains,
My God is mighty to save, 
He is mighty to save!
Forever, Author of salvation
He rose and conquered the grave, 
Jesus conquered the grave!

So take me as You find me, 
all my fears and failures.
Fill my life again.
I give my life to follow, 
everything I believe in.
Now I surrender.

chorus

Shine your light and let the whole world see.
We’re singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus.
Shine your light and let the whole world see.
We’re singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus.

chorus

Mighty To Save

Words and music:  Reuben 
Morgan, Ben Fielding
© 2006 Hillsong Publishing

Zephaniah 3:17, Hebrews 
2:10, Ezekiel 38:20

The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing.

Zephaniah 3:17

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have wandered from You like lost sheep. 
We have elevated our desires above Your will. 
We have broken Your holy laws.  
Again and again, we have refused to listen to Your Spirit. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us, and restore those who confess their faults.  
Teach us to listen and obey.
Show us that life and health are only found in You.
Again and again, give us grace and strength to be Your disciples.

According to Your promises declared in Christ Jesus, to the glory of Your holy Name.  Amen.
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Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Offering

We respond to the grace received

Song of Preparation

Being set right with God 
enables us to participate in 
his work.
The peace God made with us 
is extended to those around 
us.

We see giving as a part of 
worship.  If you feel the 
same way we invite you to 
participate. 

New Member Vows - Christine Smither

I am weak but Thou art strong;  
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I’ll be satisfied as long 
As I walk, dear Lord, close to Thee.

Just a closer walk with Thee,  
Grant it, Jesus, this my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,  
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

Through this world of toil and snares,  
If I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares?  
None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee.

chorus

When my feeble life is o’er, 
Time for me will be no more;
Guide me gently, safely o’er, 
to Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore!

chorus (x2)

Just a Closer Walk

Words and music:  
John C. Hallett
Public domain

CCLI #:  11107331



Sermon

Leader:	 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word
Our mind, body, and spirit 
are nourished with food 
that does not perish.

Sermon Text
Matthew 9:1-13 1 And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. 2 And behold, some people 

brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, 
“Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, 
“This man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your 
hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6 But that you 
may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralyt-
ic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it, 
they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men. 

9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he 
said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 

10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he 
said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what 
this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

We encourage you to use 
this space to take notes or 
write questions.
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Today’s sermon is given by 
Pastor Matt Lorish
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Parents who would like for 
their nursery-aged children 
to be prayed for during 
communion should pick 
them up at this time.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Supper

Song of Communion

Gluten-free wafers are located in the wooden boxes.  If you would like, a communion distributor will 
pray for your children.  At the back of the fellowship hall is someone ready to pray with and for you.

As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

Jesus my great High Priest offered His blood and died
My guilty conscience seeks no sacrifice beside.
His pow’rful blood did once atone,
And now it pleads before the throne,
And now it pleads before the throne.

To this dear Surety’s hand will I commit my cause;
He answers and fulfills His Father’s broken laws.
Behold my soul at freedom set -
My Surety paid the dreadful debt,
My Surety paid the dreadful debt.

Now I approach the throne, 
and I have confidence,
For Jesus, my great High Priest, 
offered His blood and died...
Now I approach the throne, 
and I have confidence,
For Jesus, my great High Priest, 
offered His blood and died for me.

My Advocate appears for my defense on high.
The Father bows His ears and lays His thunder by.
Not all that hell or sin can say
Shall turn His heart, His love, away
Shall turn His heart, His love, away.

	 chorus

Should all the hosts of death 
and pow’rs of hell unknown,
Put their most dreadful forms 
of rage and mischief on,
I shall be safe, for Christ displays
His conqu’ring power and guardian grace;
His conqu’ring power and guardian grace.

	 chorus

Jesus My Great High 
Priest

Words: Isaac Watts 
(chorus by Kirk Ward)
Music: Kirk Ward
© 2005 Kirk Ward

Hebrews 4:14-5:10

“Surety” is referring to Jesus, 
derived from Hebrews 7:22:
“by so much more Jesus has 
become a surety of a better 
covenant.” (NKJV)  
It means that Jesus’ work on 
the cross is the solid founda-
tion for reconciliation with 
God.



Song of Rejoicing

Benediction
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Worship Service
Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of Battery 
Park Christian Church @ the corner of Brook 
and Bellevue.  Visitors are always welcome!

God sends us out refreshed
We go forth to love and 
serve God and neighbor.

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a mission 
church of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org), planted in October 2011.

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,
Consider all the works Thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul, 
my Savior, God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!	
Then sings my soul, 
my Savior, God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!

And when I think that God, his Son, not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in –
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died, to take away my sin.

chorus

When Christ shall come with shouts of acclamation,
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, 
“My God, how great Thou art!”

chorus

How Great Thou Art

Words and music: 
Stuart K. Hine
© 1949 & 1953


