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Actually, the problem is if what Jesus says is true, you lose all power. If what Jesus says is true, you 
lose authority over your life. If what Jesus says is true, you lose your right to self-determination. 
That’s the problem underneath the problem. ... Jesus is saying no one is neutral, and it’s not simply 
a matter of interpreting data, but we interpret data in light of what we think our ultimate author-
ity is.  Who is in charge? If you have decided, “The one thing I will not even consider is the idea 
that I should lose control of my life and give it to Jesus,” if you won’t consider that, then you will 
interpret all the data in a different way.
	 - Tim Keller

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Meditations
Readings to help you 
prepare to worship, as Jesus 
said, “in spirit and in truth.”

When you hear the first 
song begin, please come take 
a seat. 
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We gather in the presence of God

Welcome and Call to Worship

God is present with us in 
worship.  Declaring this 
together turns our hearts 
and minds toward Him. Song of Gathering

Leader:  	 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling

People:	 and to present you blameless 
	 before the presence of his glory with great joy,

Leader:  	 to the only God, our Savior,
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord,

People:	 be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, 
	 before all time and now and forever. 
	 Amen.

Jude 1:24-25

Please stand if able.

Greater is He who is in us, 	      
Greater is He who is in us, 	      
Greater is He who is in us 
Than he who is in the world. 
		  repeat

  
I will fight, fight, fight for the Kingdom.  
I will praise, praise, praise the Holy One.  
I will never run from the struggle. 
For His work on the cross is already done. 

chorus

I will fight fight fight...    for the Kingdom.  
I will praise praise praise...     the Holy One.  
I will never run...     from the struggle. 
For His work on the cross is already done. 	
			   repeat

chorus

Greater Is He Who Is 
In Us

Words, music: Kirk Ward
© 2002 Kirk Ward

1 John 4:4

CCLI #:  11107331
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Song of Praise

Scripture Reading

Leader:	 The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh is 
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 
to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God.

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Romans 8:5-11

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless prayer be made,
And praises throng to crown His head;
His Name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His Name.

Blessings abound wherever He reigns;
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains;
The weary find eternal rest,
And all the sons of want are blessed.

Let every creature rise and bring
Peculiar honors to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud amen!

Jesus Shall Reign

Words: Isaac Watts
Music: John Hatton
Public domain
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Song of Renewal

Assurance of Pardon

Silent Confession

Please read together.

A time to be honest with 
God about our need for 
forgiveness. We confess our sin and receive grace

Confession of Sin
Lord, You alone are full of grace and truth, but we have not kept watch for You. 

We have sought our own glory above Yours. 
We have not waited to find Your will for us. 
We have not noticed the needs of others around us. 
We have not acknowledged Your beauty and the love that You have shown us. 

Forgive us for our sins against You. 
Heavenly Father, help us to yield to the wisdom of Your ways; 
Lord Jesus, lead us to live in light of Your coming; 
Holy Spirit, give us faith to see that You are truly among us;  Amen.

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.Ephesians 2:13

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and power.

Not the labors of my hands,
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands.
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked come to Thee for dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for grace.
Foul, I to the fountain fly,
Wash me, Savior, or I die!

While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.

Rock of Ages

Words: Augustus Toplady
Music: Thomas Hastings
Public domain
	



5

Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Offering

We respond to the grace received

Song of Preparation

Being set right with God 
enables us to participate in 
his work.
The peace God made with us 
is extended to those around 
us.

We see giving as a part of 
worship.  If you feel the 
same way we invite you to 
participate. 

Prayers of the People
The world:  Hunter and Adrianne Thompson, members who just moved to Rwanda
The Northside:  Youth Life Foundation, tutoring ministry in the Northside
Our church:  Northside Groups, groups forming for September

Before all worlds began, 
You are the great I AM.
Father, Spirit, and Son, 
Eternal Three-In-One.
Fulfilled within Yourself, 
in need of no one else,
Even though all things change, 
You still remain the same.

You alone are God!

You spoke, it came to pass: 
a universe so vast.
Most things no eye can see, 
Yet still bring You glory.
Although all things are Yours,
You made Yourself so poor.
You left Your awesome throne, 
To seek and save Your own.

Mighty is our God!

So blind I had no clue. 
Oh, how I ran from You!
Wickedness had me bound,
Until You tracked me down.
Your law revealed my sin, 
My corruption within,
It drove me to Your cross, 
Where You paid my sin’s cost.

Faithful is our God!

Jesus, You died for me, 
and now abide in me.
What can I give to You? 
Lord, help me live for You!
Help me stay in Your word, 
Help me obey You, Lord.
And when we finally meet,
I’ll cast my crown at Your feet.

Holy is our God!
Faithful is our God!
Mighty is our God!
You alone are God!

You Alone Are God

Words and music: 
Shai Linne



Sermon

Leader:	 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word
Our mind, body, and spirit 
are nourished with food 
that does not perish.

Sermon Text
Matthew 11:20-30 20 Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had been done, because 

they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in 
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 
But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And 
you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty 
works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I tell you 
that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.” 

25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hid-
den these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, 
for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

We encourage you to use 
this space to take notes or 
write questions.
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Today’s sermon is given by 
Pastor Matt Lorish.
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Parents who would like for 
their nursery-aged children 
to be prayed for during 
communion should pick 
them up at this time.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Supper

Song of Communion

Gluten-free wafers are located in the wooden boxes.  If you would like, a communion distributor will 
pray for your children.  At the back of the fellowship hall is someone ready to pray with and for you.

As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

There is life in the blood 
of the Lamb who was slain.
There is power, there is power in His name.
There is love pouring out 
of the wounds that were made,
Pouring out, pouring over our shame.

So praise the God who saves!
Praise the God who bled!
Praise the God who was nailed to a tree,
And wore our sins upon His head.

There is truth in His body, 
raised that third day.
There is joy in a stone rolled away.

There is hope pouring out 
of the tomb where He lay,
Pouring out, pouring over the grave.

chorus

There is life in the blood 
of the Lamb who was slain.
There is power, there is power in His name.

So praise the God who saves!
Praise the God who bled!
Praise the God who was nailed to a tree,
And wore our sins...

chorus

God Who Saves

Words and music: 
Aaron Senseman
© 2001 Stuntman Music



Song of Rejoicing

Benediction

Staff
Matt Lorish - Pastor
	 matt@northsidechurchrva.org
P.D. Mayfield - Assistant Pastor, Director of Urban Fellows
	 pd@northsidechurchrva.org
Joel Passmore - Pastoral Intern, Worship Director
	 joel@northsidechurchrva.org
Will Wright - Intern, Admin Assistant
	 will@northsidechurchrva.org

Contact
P.O. Box 26175 / Richmond, VA  23260
www.northsidechurchrva.org / 804.516.3322

Worship Service
Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of Battery 
Park Christian Church @ the corner of Brook 
and Bellevue.  Visitors are always welcome!

God sends us out refreshed
We go forth to love and 
serve God and neighbor.

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a mission 
church of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org), planted in October 2011.

Poor sinner come, cast off thy fear, 
And raise thy drooping head.
Come sing with all poor sinners here, 
Jesus, who once was dead.

Salvation sing no word more meet 
To join to Jesus’ name.
Let every thankful tongue repeat: 
“Salvation to the Lamb, 
salvation to the Lamb!”

Saints from the garden to the cross 
Your conquering Lord pursue,
Who, dearly to redeem your loss 
Groaned, bled, and died for you.

Now reigns victorious over death, 
The glorious great I Am.
Let every soul repeat with faith, 
“Salvation to the Lamb, 
salvation to the Lamb!”

When we incurred the wrath of God, 
Alas!  What could be worse?
He came, and with His heart’s own blood, 
Redeemed us from the curse.

This Paschal Lamb, His blood can meet, 
And cleanse ye from each stain.
Repeat, ye ransomed souls, repeat: 
“Salvation to the Lamb, 
salvation to the Lamb!
Salvation to the Lamb, 
salvation to the Lamb!”

Salvation to the Lamb

Words: Joseph Hart, 
alt. Justin Smith
Music: Justin Smith
© 2005 Justin Smith Music

The title of this song comes 
from Revelation 7:10, which 
depicts the great multitiude 
of God’s redeemed people 
declaring “Salvation belongs 
to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!”

The “paschal lamb” was 
the sacrifice at the first 
Passover (see Exodus 12).  
Here Jesus is spoken of as 
the perfect Paschal Lamb 
whose blood completely 
atones for sin.


