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Do you have a hunger for God? If we don’t feel strong desires for the manifestation of the glory 
of God, it is not because we have drunk deeply and are satisfied. It is because we have nibbled so 
long at the table of the world. Our soul is stuffed with small things, and there is no room for the 
great. If we are full of what the world offers, then perhaps a fast might express, or even increase, 
our soul’s appetite for God. Between the dangers of self-denial and self-indulgence is the path of 
pleasant pain called fasting.  
	 - John Piper

Meditations
Readings to help you 
prepare to worship, as Jesus 
said, “in spirit and in truth.”

When you hear the first 
song begin, please come take 
a seat. 



2

We gather in the presence of God

Welcome and Call to Worship

God is present with us in 
worship.  Declaring this 
together turns our hearts 
and minds toward Him. Song of Gathering

Leader:	 O LORD, you are my God;
	 I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
	 for you have done wonderful things,
	 plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

People:	 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
	 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
	 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.

Leader:	 And he will swallow up on this mountain
	 the covering that is cast over all peoples,
	 the veil that is spread over all nations.

People:	 He will swallow up death forever;
	 and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,
	 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
	 for the LORD has spoken.

Leader:	 It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; 
	 we have waited for him, that he might save us.

People:	 This is the LORD; we have waited for him;
	 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Isaiah 25:1, 6-9

Please stand if able.

Up on a mountain our Lord is alone,
Without a family, friends, or a home.
He cries, “Oh, oh, oh, will you stay with me?”
He cries, “Oh, oh, oh, will you wait with me?”

Up on a mountain our Lord is afraid,
Carrying all the mistakes we have made.
And He knew it’s a long way down.
Do you know it’s a long way down?

Up in the heavens our Lord prays for you,
He sends His Spirit to carry us through.
So it’s true that you’re not alone.
Do you know he came all the way down?

So it’s true that you’re not alone.
Do you know he came all the way down?

Up On A Mountain

Words, music: Vito Aiuto
© New Jerusalem Music

CCLI #:  11107331
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Song of Praise

Scripture Reading

Leader:	 The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and 
like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,

“Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God
the Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and his Bride has made herself ready;
it was granted her to clothe herself
with fine linen, bright and pure” -
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of 

the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”

Revelation 19:6-9

A voice says “Cry out:  All men are like grass,
And their time of glory soon shall pass.
But the word of God, it will never die.
Surely it will stand For eternity!”

Every ditch and valley shall be raised up,
Every hill and mountain be made low,
Every rugged place will be made flat,
Everybody shall see the glory of the LORD.

You who bring good news, 
raise your voice and shout,
Do not be afraid to speak the name of God.
The hard days are gone, the debt has been paid,
And the time has come to walk the righteous way.

chorus (x2)

Everybody shall see the glory of the LORD.

Every Ditch, 
Every Valley

Words and music: 
Peter La Grand
©2008

Isaiah 40
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Song of Renewal

Assurance of Pardon

Silent Confession

Please read together.

A time to be honest with 
God about our need for 
forgiveness. We confess our sin and receive grace

Confession of Sin
Almighty God, together we confess that our attitudes and actions often do not reflect You. 
We strive for recognition and acclaim from others, growing bitter if we do not get it. 
We are preoccupied with our own concerns, ignoring others except when it serves our purposes.
And our worship of You recedes when circumstances turn difficult.

Together we repent from our sins and turn to you alone for forgiveness.
Jesus, teach us that we only achieve greatness by giving our lives away. 
Spirit, renew our heart and will, and conform us to the likeness of Christ, 
Father, be glorified in our lives.  Amen.

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.1 Peter 3:18a

God of my life, to Thee I call,
Afflicted at Thy feet I fall.
When the great water floods prevail,
Leave not my trembling heart to fail.

Poor though I am, despised, forgot,
Yet God, my God, forgets me not.
And he is safe and must succeed, 
For whom the Lord is sure to plead.

Friend of the friendless and the faint,
Where should I lodge my deep complaint?
Where but with Thee, whose open door,
Invites the helpless and the poor!

chorus

That were a grief I could not bear,
Didst Thou not hear and answer prayer.
But a prayer-hearing, -answering God,
Supports me under every load.

chorus  (x2)

God of My Life, To Thee 
I Call

Words: William Cowper 
Music: Clint Wells, Brian T. 
Murphy and Benj Pocta
© 2007 Red Mountain 
Music

Here’s another way to phrase 
the last 2 lines of the chorus: 
When you put your faith 
in Jesus he becomes your 
powerful advocate, and you 
can be confident of your 
spiritual safety and profit in 
any circumstance.
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Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Offering

We respond to the grace received

Song of Preparation

Being set right with God 
enables us to participate in 
his work.
The peace God made with us 
is extended to those around 
us.

We see giving as a part of 
worship.  If you feel the 
same way we invite you to 
participate. 

New Member Vows - Matt and Jenn Warren

Today we are collecting an offering for the mercy fund in a tan basket in addition to the weekly 
general fund offering in the multi-colored basket.
The mercy fund is used for financial assistance to those in need from our church and the Northside.

From all that dwell below the skies
Let the Creator’s praise arise.
Let the Redeemer’s Name be sung,
Through every land, by every tongue.

Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord,
And truth eternal is Thy Word.
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore,
Till suns shall rise and set no more.

In every land begin the song,
To every land the strains belong.
In cheerful sounds all voices raise,
And fill the world with loudest praise.

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

From All That Dwell 
Below the Skies

Words: Isaac Watts (v 1-2), 
Robert Spence (v 3), and 
Thomas Ken (v 4)
Music: Alex Mejias
© 2009 5PM Records.



Sermon

Leader:	 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word
Our mind, body, and spirit 
are nourished with food 
that does not perish.

Sermon Text
Matthew 9:14-17 14 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but your 

disciples do not fast?” 15 And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the 
bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and 
then they will fast. 16 No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch tears 
away from the garment, and a worse tear is made. 17 Neither is new wine put into old wineskins. If 
it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled and the skins are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh 
wineskins, and so both are preserved.”

We encourage you to use 
this space to take notes or 
write questions.
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Today’s sermon is given by 
Pastor Matt Lorish
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Parents who would like for 
their nursery-aged children 
to be prayed for during 
communion should pick 
them up at this time.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Supper

Song of Communion

Gluten-free wafers are located in the wooden boxes.  If you would like, a communion distributor will 
pray for your children.  At the back of the fellowship hall is someone ready to pray with and for you.

As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 
just to take Him at His Word;
Just to rest upon His promise, 
just to know, “Thus saith the Lord!”

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
O for grace to trust Him more!

O how sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to trust His cleansing blood;
And in simple faith to plunge me
’Neath the healing, cleansing flood!

chorus

Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just from sin and self to cease;
Just from Jesus simply taking
Life and rest, and joy and peace.

chorus

I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee,
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;
And I know that You are with me,
Will be with me to the end.

chorus

‘Tis So Sweet To Trust 
In Jesus

Words: Louisa Stead
Music: William Kirkpatrick 
Public domain



Song of Rejoicing

Benediction

Staff
Matt Lorish - Pastor
	 matt@northsidechurchrva.org
P.D. Mayfield - Assistant Pastor, Director of Urban Fellows
	 pd@northsidechurchrva.org
Joel Passmore - Pastoral Intern, Worship Director
	 joel@northsidechurchrva.org
Will Wright - Intern, Admin Assistant
	 will@northsidechurchrva.org

Contact
P.O. Box 26175 / Richmond, VA  23260
www.northsidechurchrva.org / 804.516.3322

Worship Service
Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of Battery 
Park Christian Church @ the corner of Brook 
and Bellevue.  Visitors are always welcome!

God sends us out refreshed
We go forth to love and 
serve God and neighbor.

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a mission 
church of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org), planted in October 2011.

The sands of time are sinking, 
the dawn of heaven breaks,
The summer morn I’ve sighed for, 
the fair sweet morn awakes.

Dark had been the midnight 
but dayspring is at hand,
And glory, glory dwelleth 
in Emmanuel’s land.

O Christ, He is the Fountain 
the deep sweet well of love.
The streams on earth I’ve tasted 
more deep I’ll drink above.

There to an ocean fullness 
His mercy doth expand,
And glory, glory dwelleth 
in Emmanuel’s land.

The bride eyes not her garment 
but her dear Bridegroom’s face.
I will not gaze at glory 
but on my King of grace.

Not at the crown He giveth 
but on His pierced hand.
The Lamb is all the glory 
of Emmanuel’s land.

Oh! I am my Beloved’s 
and my Beloved is mine!
He brings a poor vile sinner 
into His house of wine.

I stand upon His merit, 
I know no other stand,
Not e’en where glory dwelleth 
in Emmanuel’s land.
		  repeat

The Sands of Time Are 
Sinking

Words: Anne Cousins 
(based on Samuel Ruther-
ford’s letters)
Traditional folk tune (arr. 
Philip Palmertree)
©2001 Philip Palmertree 
Music. 


