
September 9, 2018

God gathers us together for worship

Call to Worship

Worship in Song

Worship in Song

When anything in life is an absolute requirement for your happiness and self-worth, it is essentially an ‘idol,’ 
something you are actually worshiping. When such a thing is threatened, your anger is absolute. Your anger is 

actually the way the idol keeps you in its service, in its chains. Therefore if you find that, despite all the efforts to 
forgive, your anger and bitterness cannot subside, you may need to look deeper and ask, ‘What am I defending? 

What is so important that I cannot live without?’ It may be that, until some inordinate desire is identified and 
confronted, you will not be able to master your anger. - Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods

Words and music: Dr. R. A. Vernon & 
“The Word” Church Praise Team

“Clap Your Hands”

Words and music: Kirk Ward 
© 2002 Kirk Ward Music

“Before I Knew”

Leader:  	 Praise the Lord!

People:  	Praise the name of the Lord, give praise, O servants of the Lord,
	 who stand in the house of the Lord, in the courts of the house of our God!

Leader:  	 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good;
	 sing to his name, for it is pleasant!

People:  	For I know that the Lord is great,
	 and that our Lord is above all gods.

Leader:  	 Whatever the Lord pleases, he does,
	 in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps.

People:  	Your name, O Lord, endures forever,
	 your renown, O Lord, throughout all ages.

Psalm 135:1-3, 5-6, 13



Confession and Assurance

Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Scripture Reading

Offering, Worship in Song

Mark 5:1-13

Worship in Song

-  silent confession  -

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.    
People:  Thanks be to God!

This is a time to be honest 
with God about our sin and 
ask Him for forgiveness 
through Jesus.

Having been reconciled with 
God through Christ, we can 
share peace with one another 
and participate in His work.

Update and prayer: Youth Life Foundation

Words: Louisa Stead; 
Music: William Kirkpatrick 
Public domain

“Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus”

“Search Me”Words and music: Kirk Ward 
©2005 Kirk Ward Music

Holy God, we are guilty:
of rejecting Your commands, of doubting Your promises, 
of proud self-reliance, of neglect to rest in You. 
Daily we fail to love You and our neighbor as we ought.

Praise You for providing salvation through Jesus!
Continue Your work in us: 

Conquer our weakness with Your strength.
Blot out our selfishness with Your glory.
Meet us in our suffering and refine us.
Teach us to delight deeply in You.  Amen.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.2 Corinthians 5:17



Sermon

Leader:	 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him. And Ahab went to meet Elijah.
17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I have 

not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father’s house, because you have abandoned the commandments of 
the Lord and followed the Baals. 19 Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 
prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

20 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah 
came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the Lord 
is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. 22 Then Elijah said 
to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal’s prophets are 450 men. 23 Let two bulls be 
given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire 
to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. 24 And you call upon the name 
of your god, and I will call upon the name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the 
people answered, “It is well spoken.” 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull 
and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 And they took 
the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, 
saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that 
they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or 
he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried 
aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 
And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one 
answered; no one paid attention.

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him. And he repaired 
the altar of the Lord that had been thrown down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the 
tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 32 and with 
the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would 
contain two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. 
And he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 34 And he said, “Do it a 
second time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third time. 35 And 
the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water.

36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O Lord, God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and 
that I have done all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that 
you, O Lord, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed 
the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 
And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God.”

1 Kings 18:16-39

Today’s sermon is given by 
Senior Pastor Matt Lorish.



The Lord’s Supper

As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

Benediction

Contact
P.O. Box 26175 / Richmond, VA  23260
www.northsidechurchrva.org / 804.516.3322

Worship Service
Held every Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of 
Battery Park Christian Church, on the corner of 
Brook and Bellevue.  Visitors are always welcome!

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a church of the 
James River Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (www.pcanet.org), planted in Oct 2011.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

Staff
Matt Lorish - Senior Pastor
	 matt@northsidechurchrva.org

Joel Passmore - Associate Pastor, Worship Director
	 joel@northsidechurchrva.org

Nii Aryee - Director of Community Engagement
	 nii@northsidechurchrva.org

Charity Smith - Ministry Staff
	 charity@northsidechurchrva.org

Corinne Tucker - Ministry Staff, Administrative Assistant
	 corinne@northsidechurchrva.org

Worship in Song

Gluten and nut-free wafers 
can be found in the wooden 
boxes. 
At the front right of the room 
stands a person ready to pray 
with and for you.

Words: Megan Pettipoole, David 
Potter | Music: Luke and Megan 
Pettipoole ©2015

“Swallowed Up Death”

“God Who Saves”Words and music: Aaron Senseman 
© 2001 Stuntman Music


