
September 23rd, 2012

“The restoration of all things signified and promised in the resurrection is at one and the same 
time the hope of the believer and the horizon in which he must understand all reality, for it is the 
direction in which the believer is traveling.”  
 - Michael Williams, Far as the Curse is Found

Meditations
Readings to help you engage 
with God and worship, as 
Jesus said, “in spirit and in 
truth.”

When you hear the first 
song begin, please come take 
a seat and continue prepar-
ing for worship by praying, 
reading the meditation 
quotes above, or singing 
along.
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We gather in the presence of God
Welcome and Call to Worship

God is present with us in 
worship.  Declaring this 
together turns our hearts 
and minds toward Him.

Song of Gathering
Jesus cast a look on me,
Give me sweet simplicity;
Make me poor and keep me low,
Seeking only Thee to know.

All that feeds my busy pride,
Cast it evermore aside;
Bid my will to Thine submit,
Lay me humbly at Thy feet.

Make me like a little child,
Of my strength and wisdom spoiled;
Seeing only in Thy light,
Walking only in Thy might.

Leaning on Thy loving breast,
Where a weary soul can rest;
Feeling well the peace of God,
Flowing from His precious blood.

In this posture let me live,
And hosannas daily give;
In this temper let me die,
And hosannas ever cry!

Jesus, Cast a Look On Me

Words: John Berridge 
Music: Matthew Perryman 
Jones
© MPJ Music

CCLI #:  11107331

Psalm 100

Please stand if able.

Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!

People:  Serve the Lord with gladness!
 Come into his presence with singing!

Leader: Know that the Lord, he is God!

People: It is he who made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Leader: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!
 Give thanks to him; bless his name!

People: For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
 and his faithfulness to all generations.
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Song of Praise

Scripture Reading

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,

 “For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that 

neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:33-39 

Come thou fount of ev’ry blessing, 
tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it – 
mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
hither by Thy help I’ve come;
And I hope by Thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wand’ring from the fold of God.
He, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed His precious blood.

O, to grace, how great a debtor, 
daily I’m constrained to be.
Let that grace, now, like a fetter, 
bind my wand’ring heart to Thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it – 
prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it – 
seal it for Thy courts above.       
   repeat

Come Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing

Words: Robert Robinson
Music: Ashael Nettleton
Public domain

“Ebenezer” means “stone of 
help.”  It was the name of a 
monument to God’s faith-
fulness erected by Samuel, a 
judge of ancient Israel.  See 
1 Samuel 7:12.

A “fetter” is a chain or 
shackle placed on the feet.



4

Song of Renewal

Assurance of Pardon

Silent Confession

Please read together.

A time to be honest with 
God about our need for 
forgiveness. We confess our sin and receive grace

Confession of Sin

Great God from Thee there’s nought concealed, 
Thou seest my inward frame.
To Thee I always stand revealed, exactly as I am.

Since I can hardly therefore bear, 
What in myself I see,
How vile and dark must I appear,
Most holy God to Thee?

But since my Savior stands between,
In garments dyed in blood,
‘Tis He instead of me is seen,
When I approach to God.

Thus though a sinner, I am safe, 
He pleads before the throne,

His life and death in my behalf, 
And calls my sins His own.

What wondrous love, what mysteries,
In this appointment shine:
My breaches of the law are His,
And His obedience mine!

Great God from Thee there’s nought concealed, 
Thou seest my inward frame.
To Thee I always stand revealed, exactly as I am.

What wondrous love, what mysteries,
In this appointment shine:
My breaches of the law are His,
And His obedience mine!

Great God From Thee

Words: John Newton 
Music: Justin Smith 
©2007 Justin Smith Music

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;  
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.

Isaiah 53:5

Heavenly Father, You told us to love You with our whole being, but we have not. 
We have fled from You in unbelief.
We have treasured the gifts rather than the Giver.
We have grumbled at our circumstances rather than rejoice in Your presence.

You told us to love our neighbor, but we have not. 
Instead of speaking well of them, we have gossiped. 
Instead of reconciling with them, we have held on to bitterness.
Instead of loving them, we have only loved ourselves.

Forgive us our sins, renew us by Your Spirit, and increase our faith so we may follow You.  Amen.
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Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Offering

We respond to the grace received

Song of Preparation

Being set right with God 
enables us to participate in 
his work.

The peace God made with us 
is extended to those around 
us.

We see giving as a part of 
worship.  If you feel the 
same way we invite you to 
participate. 

Prayers of the People
The world:  Hope International, a Christian microfinance organization
The Northside:  Local schools, students and teachers
Our church:  Northside Groups, which are now getting started - join one!

Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise!
Triumph o’er the shades of night.

Dayspring from on high, be near.
Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn
Were it ever without Thee.
Joyless is the day’s return,
Till Thy mercy’s beams I see,

Till they inward light impart,
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

Visit then this soul of mine!
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief!
Fill me, radiancy divine,
Scatter all my unbelief.

More and more Thyself display,
Shining to the perfect day.

Dayspring from on high, be near.
Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dayspring

Words: Charles Wesley 
Music: Alex Mejias 
© 2007 High Street Publishing



Sermon

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word
Our mind, body, and spirit 
are nourished with food 
that does not perish.

Sermon Text
Philippians 1:6-7 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you 
are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel.

We encourage you to use 
this space to take notes or 
write questions.

Today’s sermon is given by 
pastor Matt Lorish.

6
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Parents who would like for 
their nursery-aged children 
to be present  and prayed for 
during communion meal 
should pick them up at this 
time.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Supper

Song of Communion

When you are ready, please come to one of the communion stations and circle it with others in a group 
of about 6.  Step forward and take a cup and a piece of bread, and a communion distributor will pour 
wine or grape juice.  Gluten-free wafers are located in the wooden boxes.  If you would like, a com-
munion distributor will pray for your children.  
There is a person at the back of the fellowship hall ready to pray with and for you, if desired.

Communion at Northside 
is a patient, relaxed time.  
As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

Jesus! What a friend for sinners!  
Jesus! Lover of my soul;  
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
He, my Savior, makes me whole.
  

Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Hallelujah! What a friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving,
He is with me to the end.

Jesus! What a strength in weakness! 
Let me hide myself in Him.
Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, 
He, my strength, my victory wins.

chorus

Jesus! What a help in sorrow!  
While the billows over me roll,
Even when my heart is breaking, 
He, my Comfort, helps my soul.

chorus

Jesus! I do now adore Him, 
more than all in Him I find.
He hath granted me forgiveness, 
I am His, and He is mine.

chorus

Jesus! What a Friend for 
Sinners

Words: Wilbur Chapman
Music: Rowland Pritchard
Public domain 



8

Song of Rejoicing

Benediction

Staff
Matt Lorish - pastor
 matt@northsidechurchrva.org
Joel Passmore - pastoral intern, worship director
 joel@northsidechurchrva.org
Will Wright - intern, admin assistant
 will@northsidechurchrva.org

Contact
Northside Church of Richmond
P.O. Box 26175 / Richmond, VA  23260
www.northsidechurchrva.org / 804.516.3322

Worship Service
Each Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of 
Battery Park Christian Church, located on the 
corner of Brook Rd and Bellevue Ave.
Visitors are always welcome!

God sends us out refreshed
We go forth to love and 
serve God and neighbor.

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a mission 
church of the Presbyterian Church in America 
(www.pcanet.org), planted in October 2011

These are the days of Elijah, 
declaring the word of the Lord.
And these are the days of Your servant Moses,
righteousness being restored.

And though these are days of great trials, 
of famine and darkness and sword,
Still we are the voice in the desert crying, 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord!”

Behold He comes, riding on the clouds,
Shining like the sun at the trumpet call!
Lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

And these are the days of Ezekiel, 
the dry bones becoming as flesh.
And these are the dayse of Your servant, David, 
rebuilding a temple of praise.

And these are the days of the harvest, 
the fields are as white in Your world,
And we are the laborers in Your vineyard, 
declaring the word of the Lord.

chorus

There’s no God like Jehovah
There’s no God like Jehovah
There’s no God like Jehovah
There’s no God like Jehovah
  repeat

chorus

Days of Elijah

Words and music: 
Robin Mark
© 1996 Daybreak Music


