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God gathers us together for worship

Call to Worship

Worship in Song

Worship in Song

Words: Charles Wesley; 
Music: Kevin Twit 
©1996 Kevin Twit Music

“Arise My Soul, Arise”

Words: Isaac Watts, alt. Matthew 
Smith | Music: Matthew Smith
© 2003 detuned radio music

“Jesus Everlasting King”

Leader:   I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
 You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 
 your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with you!
 I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told.

People: I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart;
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;
 I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness
 from the great congregation.

Leader:   But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
 may those who love your salvation say continually, “Great is the LORD!”

People: As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me.
 You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!

Psalm 40:1, 5, 10, 16-17

The church of God has great need of these examples. For what would become of us? What hope would be 
left for us if Peter had not denied Christ and all the apostles had not taken offense at Him, and if Moses, 

Aaron and David had not fallen? Therefore, God wanted to console sinners with these examples and to say: 
‘If you have fallen, return; for the door of mercy is open to you. You, who are conscious of no sin, do not be 

presumptuous; but both of you should trust in my grace and mercy. - Martin Luther



Confession and Assurance

Passing of the Peace

Community Life

Scripture Reading

Offering, Worship in Song

Luke 3:1-9

Worship in Song

-  silent confession  -

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.    
People:  Thanks be to God!

This is a time to be honest 
with God about our sin and 
ask Him for forgiveness 
through Jesus.

Having been reconciled with 
God through Christ, we can 
share peace with one another 
and participate in His work.

Update and prayer: Youth Life Engagement Team

Words and music: J. Smith,P. 
Baloche, A. Rozier |  © 2016 Be 
Essential Songs, et al

“Your Mercy”

Words and music: Charles Jenkins
© 2012 P Alex Publishing

“Awesome”

Gracious Lord, we have strayed from You like lost sheep.
We lose hope because we think You are weak.
We hoard what You give us because we doubt that You will continue to provide.
We love ourselves above everyone else because we trivialize Your grace.

We pray now, Lord, for You to forgive all of our many sins.
Renew our faith and help us to walk in Your might.
Remind us of Your Fatherly provision of every good gift.
Amaze us with Your grace and mercy to undeserving sinners.

In the name of Your most precious Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16



Sermon

Leader: The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
People:  Praise be to God!

Isaiah 40:8

God feeds us with His Word

It happened at that time that Judah went down from his brothers and turned aside to a certain Adullamite, 
whose name was Hirah. 2 There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua. He took her 
and went in to her, 3 and she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name Er. 4 She conceived again and bore a 
son, and she called his name Onan. 5 Yet again she bore a son, and she called his name Shelah. Judah was in Chezib 
when she bore him.

6 And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in 
the sight of the Lord, and the Lord put him to death. 8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother’s wife and per-
form the duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the offspring 
would not be his. So whenever he went in to his brother’s wife he would waste the semen on the ground, so as not 
to give offspring to his brother. 10 And what he did was wicked in the sight of the Lord, and he put him to death also. 
11 Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain a widow in your father’s house, till Shelah my son grows 
up”—for he feared that he would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went and remained in her father’s house.

12 In the course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter, died. When Judah was comforted, he went up to 
Timnah to his sheepshearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 And when Tamar was told, “Your father-in-
law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep,” 14 she took off her widow’s garments and covered herself with a veil, 
wrapping herself up, and sat at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. For she saw that Shelah was 
grown up, and she had not been given to him in marriage. 15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, 
for she had covered her face. 16 He turned to her at the roadside and said, “Come, let me come in to you,” for he did 
not know that she was his daughter-in-law. She said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me?” 17 He 
answered, “I will send you a young goat from the flock.” And she said, “If you give me a pledge, until you send it—” 
18 He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She replied, “Your signet and your cord and your staff that is in your 
hand.” So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 19 Then she arose and went away, and 
taking off her veil she put on the garments of her widowhood.

20 When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite to take back the pledge from the woman’s hand, 
he did not find her. 21 And he asked the men of the place, “Where is the cult prostitute who was at Enaim at the 
roadside?” And they said, “No cult prostitute has been here.” 22 So he returned to Judah and said, “I have not found 
her. Also, the men of the place said, ‘No cult prostitute has been here.’” 23 And Judah replied, “Let her keep the things 
as her own, or we shall be laughed at. You see, I sent this young goat, and you did not find her.”

24 About three months later Judah was told, “Tamar your daughter-in-law has been immoral. Moreover, she 
is pregnant by immorality.” And Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be burned.” 25 As she was being brought 
out, she sent word to her father-in-law, “By the man to whom these belong, I am pregnant.” And she said, “Please 
identify whose these are, the signet and the cord and the staff.” 26 Then Judah identified them and said, “She is more 
righteous than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not know her again.

27 When the time of her labor came, there were twins in her womb. 28 And when she was in labor, one put out a 
hand, and the midwife took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.” 29 But as he drew 
back his hand, behold, his brother came out. And she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” Therefore 
his name was called Perez. 30 Afterward his brother came out with the scarlet thread on his hand, and his name was 
called Zerah.

Genesis 38

Today’s sermon is given by 
Senior Pastor Matt Lorish.



The Lord’s Supper

As others take communion 
please feel free to pray, sing 
along, or talk quietly with 
your neighbor.

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Leader:  Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

Benediction

Contact
P.O. Box 26175 / Richmond, VA  23260
www.northsidechurchrva.org / 804.516.3322

Worship Service
Held every Sunday at 4pm in the fellowship hall of 
Battery Park Christian Church, on the corner of 
Brook and Bellevue.  Visitors are always welcome!

About
Northside Church of Richmond is a church of the 
James River Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (www.pcanet.org), planted in Oct 2011.

1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

Staff
Matt Lorish - Senior Pastor
 matt@northsidechurchrva.org
Joel Passmore - Associate Pastor, Worship Director
 joel@northsidechurchrva.org
Nii Aryee - Director of Community Engagement
 nii@northsidechurchrva.org
Charity Smith - Ministry Staff
 charity@northsidechurchrva.org
Corinne Tucker - Ministry Staff, Administrative Assistant
 corinne@northsidechurchrva.org
Mario Jackson - Vocal Director
 mariojackson@go.rmc.edu

Worship in Song

Gluten and nut-free wafers 
can be found in the wooden 
boxes. 
At the front right of the room 
stands a person ready to pray 
with and for you.

Words and music: 
Mike Guglielmucci 
© 2007 Planet Shakers Publishing

“Healer”

Words: Megan Pettipoole, David 
Potter | Music: Luke and Megan 
Pettipoole ©2015

“Swallowed Up Death”


